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Saturday 4 May 2019

Church Planning Guide
Everything you need to inspire your
church to help create global change

“... they will neither
hunger nor thirst, nor will
the desert heat or the
sun beat down on them.
He who has compassion
on them will guide them
and lead them beside
springs of water ...”
– Isaiah 49:10 (NIV)

Front cover: Grace, age five, Uganda

Grace’s story
Five-year-old Grace walks nearly three kilometres twice a day to collect
water from a dirty swamp. The contaminated swamp has caused people in her
community to become sick from diseases like typhoid and diarrhoea. Grace
often arrives late to school or misses it altogether because of time she spends
walking for water, and the young girl fears for her safety along the way.
Thankfully, there’s hope for Grace and her community. By participating
in Global 6K for Water you are helping to bring clean water
to children like Grace and communities in need.

LACE
UP
YOUR
SHOES!
World Vision’s Global 6K for Water unifies churches and congregations from
all over the world on the same day for a common purpose: clean water. It’s an
inclusive way to empower your congregation and engage your local community.
We welcome you and your church to this movement of change and giving,
and we hope this guide helps you along the way.
Join us. It’s your goal to unite your congregation and community for global
change by laughing and sweating alongside them at this amazing event, raising
funds and awareness.
It’s our goal to provide you with everything you need to help children get lasting
clean water and the chance for fuller lives.
Inside this guide you’ll find information to help you through the four simple phases
of planning your Global 6K:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Launch
Plan
Increase your impact
Celebrate

If you have any questions or need extra support, our team will be there to help
you every step of the way.

Claire Rogers
CEO, World Vision Australia
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PLANNING
AT A
GLANCE
Create and communicate!
Visit 6kforwater.com.au and follow
these steps:
• Click Register as a Host and follow the
prompts. We’ll be in touch to help set up
your customised team page.
• Have an image and your date and time
ready to go.
• Share your team page and include a
sign-up link in your emails, messages and
social posts to encourage registrations.
The more you communicate the higher
your chances with fundraising!
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Advice and tips from
previous hosts
• Recruit passionate people who can help
you with planning and be champions and
advocates for the cause!
• Let people know that Global 6K for
Water is for everyone; family, friends,
children – even pets! And it’s a great way
to help kids better understand poverty.
• Promote the event as a run OR walk.
Remember, it’s an event for EVERYONE
who has a heart to help.

Phase 1: Launch

Phase 3: Increase your impact

Launch the Global 6K at your church

Spread the word

• Pick a Sunday to announce that your church is
hosting Global 6K for Water.

• Promote the event beyond your congregation
and encourage your participants to do the same.
The more runners and walkers you have, the more
families will receive clean water!

• Advertise the event through your church’s
communications – flyers, newsletters, email or
social media.
• Share the Global 6K for Water video and follow it
with a personal invitation from a pastor or 6K leader.
• Host a volunteer-staffed table at your church
with postcards, a sign-up list, sample T-shirts and race
bibs, and finisher medals provided in your host kit

Remind your congregation
• Follow up over the next week with an email
or social media post that includes the video and
sign-up link.
• Encourage them to invite friends and family
as an outreach!
• Why not leave your sign-up station in the lobby
until race day?
Host event kits will be posted from 25 April. Please
note that if you signed up after 11 April you’ll receive
your kit after the event, but everything you need to plan
your event is available at 6kforwater.com.au

Phase 2: Plan
Keep it simple

Challenge participants to fundraise
• Encourage your team to set fundraising goals,
either individually or collectively, that they can work
towards. It’s all going towards the same great cause!
• Show them how easy it is with our fundraising tips
on page 8.

Phase 4: Celebrate
Rock out race day
• Make sure you’ve got everything you need for the
big day! We’ve provided a race day checklist on page 9.

Share the success
• Share photos and videos from the day on social
media and encourage your team to do the same!
Ask people to tag photos with #6kforwater and
@WorldVisionAus
• Choose a Sunday to celebrate all participants and
share the good news of how many lives your church
has helped to change.

• Choose an accessible location such as a local park
or walking track. See our planning tips on page 7.

Keep it fun
• Make it an event people will enjoy! Add
decorations, preferably eco-friendly, and throw
in upbeat music. Give the finish line an energetic
atmosphere!
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PHASE 1:
LAUNCH
Preparation

Spread the word

• Start by securing your location – check
to make sure it’s pet friendly and if any
permits are needed.

• Make your social media presence
felt! Ask your team to post as many
photos tagging #6kforwater and
@WorldVisionAus. Your event
can reach thousands!

• Can’t do 4 May? You can still make a
splash for communities in need by holding
your event on any other day that suits you!
Just get in touch to let us know.
• Stay organised and keep good lists.
This is helpful for any volunteers and for
the future.
• Do as much prep as possible
beforehand and save the enjoyment
for race day.
• Local stores or businesses may be
able to help with monetary or in-kind
donations like water or snacks. You
can ask them to advertise the event
for you too!
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• Share within your own networks:
newsletters, notice boards and email
are great ways to get the word out.
• Have fun, stay flexible and be sure
to celebrate with every participant.

PHASE 2:
PLAN

Planning tips

1
2
3
4

Keep it simple
Find an event location that has plenty of parking and
restrooms nearby. Consider hosting the event at a local park!

Pick a time
Morning is the ideal time – between 8-9am or earlier if
you’re in a warmer area. Walking 6K takes around 90 minutes
and you’ll also need time to set up.

Design a route
If you can’t find a six-kilometre loop, simply choose a
start/finish line and go. When you reach the halfway point
(three kilometres), turn around.

Make it a party
Everyone loves a good time! Liven up the day with some
music, a sausage sizzle or some face painting. That way it’ll be
fun for everyone!
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PHASE 3:
INCREASE
YOUR
IMPACT
So far we have raised
half of our target, that's a huge
achievement everyone!
Thanks for all your efforts, let's
keep the momentum going!

Fundraising tips
Aim high
Set a big goal and give it all you’ve got! If it gets
overwhelming, take a breather and remember
the children and families who you’ll be helping.
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Everyone loves a shout-out

Give great tools

Give your team members a boost of encouragement!
Show your appreciation at church, on social media, via
email and on race day. Remember to let your community
know how your team is doing with regular updates!

Share your online resources with your team members
or get creative and make some of your own. Nothing
like a good meme to catch people’s interest! Head to
6kforwater.com.au for everything you need.

PHASE 4:
CELEBRATE
Race-day checklist
Pre-race
Pack your race day supplies – posters, sign-in
sheets and participant list.

Race announcements
Gather your team and remind them to sign
in and out. Remember to take a group photo
and post it at #6kforwater
Explain the route to your team and let them
know that the course is marked.

Post-race checklist
Celebrate
Once you’ve led your team to the finish line cheer,
high-five and thank everyone who participated!

Highlight their impact
Thank everyone for coming and announce how
much they’ve raised together as a team.
The following Sunday, share the impact that your
congregation has helped make!
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DATES
TO
REMEMBER

1 April
Host site and participant registrations
officially open online! Host kits will be sent
out on 25 April. To keep costs to a minimum,
we unfortunately won’t be able to provide you
with a mailed host kit if you register after
11 April. But everything you need will be
available at 6kforwater.com.au

4 May
It’s race day! But don’t forget, you can also
hold the event on a day that suits you.

5 May
Time to celebrate and extend your thanks to
your congregation.
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FAQs
Who do I contact with questions?

Can kids participate?

We’re here to help! Email us using the address below
and our team will be in touch as quickly as possible.
We can troubleshoot by phone and email – or if your
question is more in-depth, we can set up a time to
talk via Skype.

Yes! Families and children of all ages can participate
in this event. Bring your pets too!

Community and Peer to Peer Fundraising
community@worldvision.com.au

When is the last day to register as
a Global 6K for Water participant?
Participants can register all the way up to (and on)
race day!

Do participants receive race day kits?
While there is no race day kit for participants, raising
$100 online will unlock a small gift for anyone running
or walking Global 6K for Water. The cut-off date
to receive this gift in time for race day is 11 April.
If participants raise $100 after 11 April, they will
receive their gift after the event.

What if someone asks, “Is it a
timed race?” or “Do I have to
turn in my time?”
We won’t be collecting times, however you can
encourage participants who want to time themselves
to use a running app, or organise volunteers to time
the event for you.

What happens if I can no longer
host the event?
Ask someone if they can take on the planning and
running of the event. If this isn’t possible, people
who have registered can still participate in a “virtual”
Global 6K for Water at their chosen time and location.

Do I need insurance to run my
own event?
If you are hosting the event as a part of a school
or organisation, it is likely to already have public
liability insurance. World Vision insurance does not
extend to third party events, and therefore hosts
are required to organise their own.
Visit 6kforwater.com.au or contact your state
representative if you have additional questions.
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